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WORLD’S LEADING nohwovens EXHIBITION




1
2

PRESS RELEASE

A record year at INDEX 08!

INDEX 08 closed its doors having broken all records, confirming its title as ‘The world’s leading nonwovens exhibition’. Nearly 12’500 visitors from all over the globe attended this international industry event. Held under the sign of innovation, numerous product launches, talks and displays demonstrated just how creative and dynamic the nonwovens industry continues to be. 

EDANA confirms that INDEX 2011 will be held from 12th-15th April 2011 at Geneva Palexpo in Switzerland, making it the 14th edition of the exhibition. 
Both exhibitors and visitors alike were delighted with this year’s show. All records were beaten, with almost 12’500 professional visitors coming from over 100 countries around the world, to see the strongest showing of exhibitors ever seen at INDEX. Some 520 exhibitors representing all continents were present, exhibiting their goods and services for the nonwovens industry, in 50’000m2 (538,200ft2) of exhibition halls, representing over 21’500 m2 (231,426ft2) of net stand space.

Not only were visitors pleased with the breadth and depth of the exhibitors on offer, who covered the entire chain from raw materials producers to converters, but exhibitors also announced that they too were delighted with the quality of the attendees visiting the show. 

One of the most noticeable phenomena of this year’s visitors was the number attending from so-called ‘technical’ applications, such as the filtration, automotive or construction industries, following the advances which nonwovens continue to make in these important sectors.

INDEX 08 not only welcomed visitors from a broad cross-section of nonwovens applications, but also from all the regions of the world, be that Europe, North and South America, Africa, and in particular, from the Middle and Far East.

This year’s edition of this triennial event could indeed be called “East meets West” as a large percentage of the first-time exhibitors at this flagship event of the nonwovens industry come not only from Europe old and new, but also from a diverse range of Middle and Far Eastern countries, such as Turkey, Iran, India, Pakistan, Japan and, in particular, China. 
In fact the Chinese delegation formed the largest block of exhibitors from outside continental Europe, indicating how the dynamic nonwovens market is developing.

With so many joint-ventures and significant investment in new production facilities in the East, this genuinely reflects movements within nonwovens companies.

One of the hallmarks of this edition of INDEX was the diversity of the new products and services that were on offer, from all sectors of the market - from raw materials to converted products. Indeed the constant technical creativity and innovation, which have become a ‘leitmotiv’ of the nonwovens market, continue to drive its dynamism.

INDEX 08 Awards

The innovation highlight of the exhibition was undoubtedly the unveiling of the winners of the INDEX 08 Awards. These EDANA sponsored Awards are the highest accolade for excellence in the industry and highlight examples of some of the best innovations from businesses of all sizes, and from all levels of the nonwovens supply chain.

Five Awards, covering everything from product and process innovation to marketing brilliance, were presented to the winning companies during a special ceremony on the first day of the INDEX 08 exhibition.

(For further information on Awards winners see www.edana.org)
Product Presentations

Under the umbrella theme of ‘Solutions for Tomorrow’, visitors were treated to a series of more than 30 free presentations by exhibitors, including two special sessions dedicated to Filtration applications and Nanotechnology.

The ‘Innovation Pavilion’

The ‘Innovation Pavilion’, which featured European Union-funded FP6 and FP7 projects, provided a glimpse of what the future could hold for nonwovens. Projects such as STELLA - Stretchable Electronics for Large Area Applications - or INTELTEX - a project designed to develop a radically new approach to developing innovative textiles which can detect mechanical stress, regulate their own temperature and detect toxic chemicals - attracted a great deal of interest from exhibition attendees.

Nonwovens ‘Function in Action’

Furthermore, at the top end of the creativity scale, was the ‘Nonwovens: Function in Action’ project. This exciting collaboration between the Nonwovens Research Group and the School of Fashion at the University of Leeds, UK, and EDANA members, took precisely these infinitely engineerable properties of nonwovens as their base point from which to create some exciting new garments for the future. Exploiting the functional qualities which can be built in to nonwovens, such as temperature regulation or the delivery of chemicals, these imaginative creations showed that the garments of the future could have not only aesthetic properties, but also functional benefits to their wearers, and be part of a sustainable loop as well.

INDEX 08 showed how seriously the nonwovens sector and its supporting industries all along the chain are taking the challenge to become even more sustainable. 
‘For an industry in metamorphosis, confronted by difficult circumstances compounded by a weakening dollar and rising oil prices, INDEX 08 showed the nonwovens industry at its creative best: dynamic, innovative and continually diversifying into new application areas’ stated Pierre Wiertz, General Manager of EDANA, the sponsor of INDEX.

And, as INDEX 2011 back in Geneva will show, the industry continues to have a long, bright future ahead of it.

INDEX 11 will take place from 12th - 15th April 2011 in Geneva. 
For further information and images of INDEX 08 please contact 

Helen Rushton on :
Tel: +41 22 761 10 65 

Fax: +41 22 798 01 00 

E-mail: helen.rushton@geneva-palexpo.ch
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