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NEWS RELEASE

 NONWOVENS KEY TO SUSTAINABLE FUTURE – 

AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY BENEFITS FROM NEW GENERATION TECHNOLOGIES
The production of vehicles is expected to grow globally over the next five years*. The emergence of lighter and more fuel-efficient vehicles demands environmentally sustainable and lighter components. Nonwoven technologies are raising the bar to provide the solution, even to the point of substituting metal parts. At INDEX 11, the World’s Leading Nonwovens exhibition, the latest developments and key advances in nonwovens technologies which offer viable alternatives to the automotive industry, will be showcased in Geneva from 12th – 15th April 2011.
Versatile nonwovens applications 

Today there are more than 40 automotive parts made with nonwoven materials in every car**. Nonwovens contribute to making cars more attractive, longer-lasting, more cost-effective and which have a better environmental profile. For interior applications, components incorporating nonwovens play an important role in achieving the correct balance between overall weight and performance characteristics, whilst offering cost advantages. This is not only in the area of thermal and acoustic insulation or cabin air filters but increasingly, because of the aesthetic qualities and excellent haptics which can be engineered into the materials, as a surface material for interior surfaces and panels, headliners or seating components. 

The use of nonwovens in battery separators is another trend which increases battery life in hybrid and electric cars. With more battery power, drivers can travel further on a single charge and accelerate more rapidly. For exterior applications, the use of nonwovens in wheel house trims is a significant new development. The nonwovens are placed inside the wheel house to protect it from corrosion. This is the first time a nonwoven material has appeared outside a vehicle to replace what was previously a metal component, and at the same time providing both weight savings and improved performance.
Sustainability – the way of the future
Environmental legislation and regulations such as the European End of Life Vehicles Directive necessitate a revision of the choice of materials used in different automobile parts. Light-weight materials, lower fuel consumption and sustainability are the key requirements today for the automotive industry as there is an increased effort to reduce global warming and respect new regulations. Nonwovens can contribute to these efforts by using recycled and environmentally sustainable products such as natural fibre-based nonwovens, recycled nonwovens and lighter fibre composites. 
“The automotive industry is facing many challenges as it needs to produce more fuel-efficient cars in order to reduce its carbon footprint. Nonwoven solutions are ideal for this challenge, as they can offer light and sustainable materials for an expanding number of applications,” explained Jorgen Madsen, CEO of Fibertex, a major supplier or nonwovens for cars.
For R&D experts, product designers and buyers, scientists and production specialists, INDEX 11 provides ample opportunity to attend product presentations, keynote speeches, interactive workshops and informal receptions to exchange information and expand business opportunities. This will be the 10th consecutive edition of the exhibition in Geneva and will be accompanied by a compelling programme including special events and education sessions. A special focus will be placed in 2011 on the automotive sector. Almost 450 exhibitors have already confirmed their attendance, covering an impressive 50’000 m2 of exhibition space. More than 12,500 visitors are expected from over 100 countries at this leading international showcase, which takes place in Geneva every three years.  EDANA, the international association representing the nonwovens and related industries is the sponsor of INDEX 11.
Nonwovens are uniquely-engineered materials with a fabric-like structure which are used in a wide variety of applications; traditionally in the medical, hygiene and personal care products industries and increasingly in applications within the automotive, construction, home furnishings, filtration and packaging industries. They may be a limited-life, single-use fabric or a durable fabric, providing specific functions such as absorbency, liquid repellency, resilience, stretch, softness, strength, flame-retardancy, washability, cushioning, filtering, bacterial barrier and sterility.
*According to CSM worldwide, a provider of knowledge and foresight for the automotive community
**Information supplied by EDANA
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